
Application for Rental of the Special Events Area at Dog Wood Park of Jacksonville  
 

Name of Contact Person__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Organization (if applicable)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_______________________________________  City________________ State_____ Zip_________ 
 
Phone Number_________________________ Cell Phone______________________  Fax_____________________ 
 
Rental Date__________________ Rental Hours (including set-up and clean-up time)__________________________ 
 
How will the rental area be used?___________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who will be invited to attend the event?_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximately how many will attend the event?_________________________________________________________ 
 
Description of Rental Area.  We rent our approximately one-acre Special Events area for private and public events.  We 
have an adjoining approximately 3-4 acre area that can be rented at the same time; this is allowed only for large events for 
which the one-acre area is not large enough.  Both these areas are lighted at night.  The Special Events area is a grassy 
area with two water spigots, a 110 volt outlet, one garbage can and poop bag dispenser, a picnic table, at least 10 chairs, 
several shade umbrella stand (and we will let you use our shade umbrellas if you request them) and, soon, a shade pavilion 
(there are no trees in the area for shade).  The area is completely fenced.  There is a double-gated walk-through entrance 
and a wide drive-through entrance.   
 
When the Area Can Be Rented.  This area can be rented during all our office hours:  weekdays from 3-7pm, Saturday from 
9am to 6pm and Sunday from 10am to 6pm.  The area can be rented during hours our office is not open only if you pay one 
of our employees to work at the park during the event ($12/hour), and only if we can find an employee willing to work those 
hours. 
 
Rental Rate.  The one-acre area may be rented for $40 for the first hour and $10 for each additional hour.  These charges 
will be waived for dog park members hosting personal parties and for organizations hosting fund raisers for animal-related 
charities.  Talk with the management about rental rates for the entire 4 or 5 acres. 
 
Food and Drinks.  Those renting the Special Events area are welcome to have a cook-out and to serve food and drinks of 
any kind (including alcohol, just so long as it is used in moderation).  Those hosting fundraisers are allowed to sell food and 
drinks as part of the fundraising effort.  Sales may take place only in the Special Events area. 
 
Other Sales.  Fundraisers are welcome to sell any kind of goods that will raise money for the charity.  Sales may be made 
only in the Special Events area.  Sales of services must be approved by dog park management. 
 
Vendors.  Fundraisers are welcome to invite vendors to their events, and to charge vendors whatever fees they wish to 
participate in the event.  Vendors who have businesses that are in direct competition with Dog Wood Park of Jacksonville 
(dog parks, obedience and agility trainers, self-service dog bathing establishments) may not participate. 
 
Deposits.  A $40 deposit will be required to reserve the space.  This deposit is fully refundable if the park is notified at least 
30 days prior to the event that the space is no longer needed, or if the event cannot be held due to inclement weather.  If the 
deposit is made by credit card, we will not put any charges on the card until the day of the event.  The $100 for use of the 
main part of the park (see next section) may be paid in lieu of a deposit. 
 
Use of the Main Part of the Park.  Use of the main part of the park does not come with rental of the Special Events area.  
Rental of the Special Events area is just that:  rental of that one acre only.  Sometimes those hosting events in the Special 
Events area would like for their guests to have access to the main part of the park as well as to the Special Events area.  We 
have several options for those who feel their guests will also want to use the main part of the park.  One option of course is to 
just let any guests of the event who choose to enter the main park pay as if they were any other visitor of the park.  Other 
options are as follows: 
 



(1) If the event is for a specific group of people (an organization, a club, etc.) or for a target group such as owners of a 
specific breed of dog, we offer the renter of the Special Events area two options: (1) to pay a main park use fee of 
$100 in addition to the rental fee to allow all those participating in their event to have free access to the main part of 
the park, and (2) to let their participants, if there are enough of them, use our Group Rate.  Any group of 10 or more 
families that make a reservation to use the park at a specific time will get a 50% discount off normal park rates. 

   
(2) If the event is open to the public at large, we will allow those participating in the event to enter the main park for the 

Group Rate only if the event is a fund raiser for a charity and only if there is a fee charged to attend the event. 
 

If those attending the event wish also to use the main part of the park, entry to the park must be through the building.  No 
entry to the main part of the park directly from the Special Events area will be allowed (and vice versa).  Users will have to 
enter through the building each time they enter the main park, and enter through the Special Events entry gate each time 
they enter the Special Events area. 
 
Those choosing to allow their participants to enter the main park at a discounted rate may use their own hand stamp or give 
their guests a ticket or another object that identifies their guests as such so that park staff will recognize them as they come 
through the building, or they may borrow our hand stamp ($10 deposit required). 
 
Rules.   The host of the special event can use rules that differ from the park rules.  For example, we do not allow children 
under four feet tall in the park; you can choose to allow them if you wish.  Also, we strongly prefer and often require all male 
dogs over seven months of age to be neutered; you do not have to follow that rule.  Please note though that we have these 
rules for safety reasons and for liability reasons; if dogs are to be off-leash in the Special Events area, allowing intact male 
dogs and small children to be present may increase your chances of problems.  But that is your choice.  Please note, though, 
that if visitors attending the Special Event then decide to enter the main park, they will have to follow main park rules.  For 
example, if you allow small children to attend your event and/or intact male dogs and you pay us $100 to enable your guests 
to enter the main park for free, we will turn away any of your guests who do not meet our requirements. 
 
Cleanup.  We expect the area to be left as clean as it was when it was rented.  Hosts should check to make sure that all 
poop was picked up and that all trash has been hauled to our dumpster (in the northeast corner of the parking lot) or put in 
the trash can in the Special Events area.  We will assess a $25 cleanup fee if we have to clean the area. 
 
Liability Waiver and Insurance.  All guests of your event must sign a liability waiver prior to entering the Special Events 
area.  This protects you, your organization, and the park should an injury happen during your event.  It is even more 
important that the liability waiver be required if you plan to allow dogs to be off leash in the area.  Please use the following 
liability waiver, or one that is very similar.  If you do not use this wording, make sure that the park is covered by the waiver, 
and please let us review the waiver before you hold the event.  After your guests have signed the waiver sheet/s, turn them in 
at the park office.  We will keep the signatures in case any problems should arise.  Alternately, if you want to have a copy of 
the sheet/s, we will make one for you. 
 
“I understand there are dangers involved in attending an event in which dogs are around strange people and other dogs, and 
that some accident or injury may result.  I am willing to assume those risks for myself, my guests, and/or my dog/s.  In 
exchange for the opportunity to attend this event I release Dog Wood Park of Jacksonville, Inc. and (name of you and/or your 
organization) from any liability should any injury or accident happen to me, my guests and/or my dogs.  Also, I agree to be 
responsible for any damage or injury caused by me, my guests, and/or my dog/s while on the Dog Wood Park of Jacksonville 
premises.”  
 
If the event is large enough, and if your organization has its own liability insurance, we may ask that you have your policy 
cover the Park on the day of the event. 
 
Use of Additional Tables.  Should you need additional tables we have several plastic tables with folding legs that we will 
allow you to rent.  Rental of the tables is $5 each. 
 
I have read, understand, and agree to abide by all rules and policies in this document. 
 
____________________________________________   ______________________   ____________________________ 
Signature      Position    Date 
 
*************************************************FOR OFFICE USE ONLY************************** 
Deposit:  date rec’d_______  amount______:  cash (  )    check (  )  cc #______________________________  exp________ 
Expected amount to be paid for rental:  _______________ Additional charges expected: _____________________________ 
Will a main park discount program be used?  Y    N         If yes, ____$100 for free entry of guests; ____Group Rate of ½ price 
Rental of tables, hand stamp, etc.:________________________________________________________________________ 
TOTAL PAYMENT:            2/9/05 


